
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 7, 2025 

Col. Brandon Bowman, District Commander 

Army Corps of Engineers 

Jacksonville District 

PO Box 4970 

Jacksonville, FL 32232 

brandon.l.bowman@usace.army.mil  

RE: Kingston development, Lee County (#SAJ-2024-00967) 

Dear Col. Bowman: 

Our respective organizations stand united in stating our highest level of concern regarding the 

Kingston development proposed in the Greater Western Everglades. This 10,000-home project is 

close to having the authorizations and permits needed to begin construction, despite how harmful 

this residential and commercial development would be for the last bastion of rural lands in 

eastern Lee County. Because of the enormous project size and negative implications for listed 

species and water resources, including on regionally significant private and public trust 

conservation lands, we urge the U.S. Army Corps to complete an Environmental Impact 

Statement under National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures before making any 

decision on this Clean Water Act Section 404 permit application. 

Kingston neighbors the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed public lands and is upstream 

of Audubon’s Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, where visitors from around the world marvel at the 

swamp’s ancient trees and abundant wildlife. The Sanctuary is not only an important part of the 
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Everglades but also a wetland of importance in its own right, recognized internationally as the 

largest remaining stand of virgin, old-growth bald cypress in the world.   

Our organizations are concerned about how the 6,700-acre Kingston project could potentially 

harm these environmentally sensitive conservation lands and the integrity of wetland habitat 

ecosystems they’re in place to protect.  

Further, Kingston is located within the Florida Wildlife Corridor, a science-based conservation 

initiative to provide connectivity for wildlife throughout the state of Florida. The project site 

contains essential habitats for a number of endangered and threatened species like the crested 

caracara, Florida bonneted bat and Florida panther. The Kingston development will have 

significant negative impacts on the survival and recovery of the Florida panther because it will 

destroy, degrade and fragment habitat. The project will also increase traffic in the panther’s last 

occupied territory, resulting in increased deaths from vehicle collisions. Car crashes are already 

the number one documented cause of mortality for panthers, and we can only expect that threat 

to worsen with more cars on the roads.  

Despite much of the Kingston property being agricultural in nature, the now fallow citrus groves 

provide habitat to wildlife and buffer our cherished conservation lands from indirect impacts. It 

falls within the Lee County Density Reduction Groundwater Resource area, which was 

established ostensibly to protect animal habitat, wetland flowways, agriculture and drinking 

water recharge and supply areas. 

Thousands of citizens have written to decision-makers sharing concerns and objections to the 

project. We have provided substantial rationale for why an Environmental Impact Statement 

under NEPA is not only warranted, but necessary, before a significant permitting decision should 

be made.  

Watersheds and habitat are lost development by development – where they are allowed and how 

they are designed matters. Many of Florida’s iconic rural and wild landscapes have already been 

lost to exurban sprawl, making what remains all the more precious.  The Florida Wildlife 

Corridor and state’s Florida Forever Plan are two good conservation roadmaps—Kingston as 

proposed would conflict with both.  

We are unified in our call that the Kingston development is not within the public interest. We 

again urge the Army Corps of Engineers to fully study this project before deciding whether to 

issue a permit which would forever change the landscape of southwest Florida. That study 

should be an Environmental Impact Statement under NEPA procedures. 

Sincerely, 

 

Amber Crooks 

Senior Environmental Policy Advisor 

Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

1495 Smith Preserve Way 

Naples, FL 34102 



(239) 776-5601 

amberc@conservancy.org 

 

Julie Wraithmell 

Executive Director 

Audubon Florida 

4500 Biscayne Blvd Suite 350 

Miami, FL 33137 

Phone: (305) 371-6399 

Julie.Wraithmell@audubon.org 

 

Bridget Washburn 

Executive Director 

Audubon Western Everglades 

12250 Tamiami Trail E. Suite 309 

Naples, FL  34113 

Phone: (239) 643-7822 

Bridget@audubonwe.org 

 

Christine Johnson 

President 

Big Waters Land Trust 

400 Palmetto Ave. 

Osprey, FL 34229 

(941) 918-2100 

c.johnson@bwlt.org 

 

Chuck Avery 

Board President 

Calusa Waterkeeper 

P.O. Box 1165 

Fort Myers, FL 33902 

(239) 899-1440 

info@calusawaterkeeper.org  

 

Elise Pautler Bennett 

Florida and Caribbean Director and Senior Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

PO Box 2155 

St. Petersburg, FL 33731 

(727) 755-6950 

ebennett@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:amberc@conservancy.org
mailto:Julie.Wraithmell@audubon.org
mailto:Bridget@audubonwe.org
mailto:c.johnson@bwlt.org
mailto:info@calusawaterkeeper.org
mailto:ebennett@biologicaldiversity.org


Tania Galloni 

Managing Attorney 

Florida Regional Office 

Earthjustice 

4500 Biscayne Blvd., Ste 201 

Miami, FL  33137 

(305) 440-5434 

tgalloni@earthjustice.org 

 

Casey Darling Kniffin  

Conservation Policy Director 

Florida Wildlife Federation 

PO Box 6870 

Tallahassee, FL 32314 

(850) 656-7113 

casey@fwfonline.org 

 

Patty Whitehead 

Secretary 

Responsible Growth Management Coalition of SW Florida 

PO Box 1826 

Fort Myers, FL 33902 

(239) 289-4000 

pbackos@hotmail.com 

 

Matt DePaolis 

Environmental Policy Director 

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation 

PO Box 839 

Sanibel, FL 33957 

(239) 413-6915 

mdepaolis@sccf.org   

 

Matthew Schwartz 

Executive Director 

South Florida Wildlands Association 

1314 East Las Olas Blvd., #2297 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

(954) 993-5351 

matthew@southfloridawild.org 
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Cc:  

Michelle Gilbert, Fort Myers Division Section Chief, Michelle.L.Gilbert@usace.army.mil  

Michael Ornella II, Project Manager, Michael.Ornella@usace.army.mil  
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